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« The MAILING DA IE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )(3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 December 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [x] Claim(s) 1.3.4.12-14 and 17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 1.3.4.12-14 and 17 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachments) 

1) OS Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CD Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(syMail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
T*. fo»ow ing is a qu o,a t io„ of ft e a Ppropnate paragraphs ^ ^ ^ ^ 
b-s for the rejections under this section ^ .„ ^ ^ ^ 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in fl) an ami,™.™ <• 

* Claims ,,3, 4 , n, ,3, Mao d „ are reject ^ 35 US,. Ifl2(e)l , 
by Bobroff et al. (US Pub 2003/0225373). 

wal., a reW, ^ . tee ^ tha , fonTO ^ acMe ^ ^ ^ jo 

first rotational direction thus cancina u 

causmg the lever to engage and hold the retainer (Figures 30-34, 

4 1 -58 and entire reference). 

3- Ciaiors ,,3,4, , 2 , 13 , , 4Md l7 ,e rej ec,eo unoer 3 5 U,.C ,0 2( e, as ^ ^ 
by Safabash et al. (USPN 6,293,925). 

^^-.^^^.^.^^^^ 

wal,. a reraiaer, md . tee mcmber ,„,, ^ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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first rotational direction thus causing the lever , 

smg the lever to engage and hold the retainer n- 
and entire reference). (F,gures 4 1 ^ 

R <*Ponseto Arguments 

4 APP,iCant ' SargUmentS > -epapernumber ,4, filed ,2/3,/03 • „ 
-iectionsofclaims,^ 4 ,2 ,3 u „ ^ * "* 

been withdrawn. However ,,n. « ■ 1 neretore > *he reject.on has 

Conclusion 

Anyinqui 0 ,co„cen, i „ gthiscoramunjcatjo 

. «-- sh01lltlb e d , reaedt0Matthew 

y bC reached on Monday-Friday 9:30-6.00 
If attempts to reach the examiner by teleohnne 
supervisor Brian r . -e unsuccessful, the examiner's 

P rv.sor, Bnan Casler can be reached on 1-703-308-3552 The f u 

—-•"'•■'•-.-~,.-,:rr.r'*'" 

Matthew DeSanto 
Art Unit 3763 

March 8, 2004 / 
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